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el $Sriett for tte ornmation uf dellnic Stubics 

SESSION OF 1890o-91. 

THE FIRST GENERAL MEETING was held on October 20oth, 1890, 
Professor Jebb, President, in the chair. 

Mr. A. H. Smith read a paper on the sculptured drum from Ephesus 
which is now in the British Museum, and which is commonly interpreted 
as relating to the story of Alcestis. He tried to show that the subject 
of the relief is the making and sending forth of Pandora as told by Hesiod. 
According to this theory Pandora stands, ready to depart, between Eros 
and Hermes (who is seen conferring on her the gift of speech). 
Hephaestus stands on the left of the scene. On the right a goddess, 
perhaps Peitho, holds out a necklace, and beyond her is a seated figure 
of Zeus. The writer adduced an unpublished vase in the British Museum 
to support his argument (J. H. S., vol. xi. p. 278). Miss Harrison said 
the suggested interpretation was interesting, but doubted if it could be 
accepted as final. Mr. Watkiss Lloyd and Mr. Cecil Smith also took part 
in the discussion. 

Mr. Theodore Bent gave an account of his recent researches in Cilicia, 
and regretted that, owing to the bulk of epigraphical material, the paper on 
the district of Olba would not be ready for the next issue of the Hellenic 
/ournal. He described first of all the coast towns of the district, Augusta 
Sebaste, Corycos, and a third town Korasios, which he has identified as the 
pseudo-Coracesium of Stephanus Byzantius. He then proceeded to 
describe his identification of the Corycian cave by means of inscriptions 
and the long list of Cilician names, I6o in all, which he found on the outer 
wall of the temple of Zeus over the cave. He then spoke of the adjoining 

e 
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cave, only alluded to by Pomponius Mela as Typhonia, and a third cave, 
on the lip of which was a fortress with an inscription on it stating that it 
was built under the priest-king Teucer, in honour of the Olbian Jove, under 
the superintendence of one Pleistarchos of Olba. Mr. Bent gave an account 
of several cave-temples of Hermes which he found in this district, and 
associated them with the worship of the deity of the Cilician pirates, and 

Corycos, which Oppian calls the city of Hermes. Mr. Bent then described 
his exploration of the gorge of the Lamas river, with its numerous rock 
fortresses, each with its own particular symbol, and evidently the eyries of 
the Cilician pirates. Then an account was given of the discovery of the 

capital of Olba itself, at a spot called Oura, up in the mountains, and its 
identification from an inscription on the aqueduct. Mr. Bent described the 

great temple of the Olbian Jove, where the priest-kings mentioned by 
Strabo held their court, and other ruins still standing in this city in the 
Taurus. In conclusion, Mr. Bent described his identification of the ruins of 
Boudroum on the Cilician plain with flieropolis-Castabala, the last place 
where Alexander the Great halted before the battle of Issos (J. H. S., 
vol. xi. p. 231). 

Mr. Hogarth, who had recently been partly over the same ground with 
Professor Ramsay, bore testimony to the thoroughness of Mr. Bent's 
researches, though differing from some of his conclusions. The whole 
district, and especially the city of Olba, were, in his opinion, of unique 
interest. 

Sir Charles Newton also commented on the paper. 

THE SECOND GENERAL MEETING was held on February 23rd, I891, 
Professor P. Gardner, V.P., in the chair. 

The Chairman read a paper on the life and work of Dr. Schliemann, 
dwelling much on the sterling character of the man, his indomitable 

perseverance and triumph over difficulties, and arguing that, whatever might 
be thought of his theories, Schliemann's discoveries had revealed for the 
first time a new world. Without the labours of his spade we should have 
had no true idea of the prehistoric age of Greece. (The paper was pub- 
lished in Macmillan's Magazine, April, 1891.) 

Mr. R. W. Schultz read a paper on the north doorway of the 
Erechtheum. This doorway had generally been accepted as contemporary 
with the rest of the building. Recent investigations, however, had led 
Mr. Schultz to think that the doorway as it now stands is not part of the 

original structure at all; that the thin inner jamb linings are of Christian 

times, the main jambs of a period not far removed from the date of the 

building, but not contemporary, and the lintel brackets and cornice still 
later insertions. He argued that the original lintel was probably of a 

plainer nature, and of a depth of two courses of the wall-face; and he 
alluded to a curious notched stone to the west of the present lintel as likely 
to have been one end of this still in position. He thought the original 
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door-jambs were thinner marble casings, in two pieces in height, and 
probably identical with the four BOvpat of the inscription, which fit the 
opening exactly. The original lintel having been damaged, it was cut out, 
leaving, however, the ends in, and the present heavy door jambs were inserted 
to support a second lintel, which was again broken, and gave place in its 
turn to the one which now exists. At the time of the insertion of the last 
lintel brackets were added to each side and a cornice inserted above, and in 
order to do this holes, which cannot be easily seen from below, were cut in 
the wall stones over to take the beams necessary for their temporary 
support. The difference in the nature of the carving of the same ornaments 
on the jambs and lintel implies clearly that the latter must be of later time, 
and the workmanship of the cornice shows none of the characteristics of 
contemporary Erechtheum work, but rather that of a later period. Last of 
all, the thin inner linings were put in in order to conceal as much as possible 
the damage done at some later time to the present main lintel (J. H. S., 
vol. xii. p. I). 

THE THIRD GENERAL MEETING was held on April 13th, 1891, Pro- 
fessor Jebb, President, in the chair. 

The following papers were read: " On some Small Reliefs in Bone 
preserved at Dimitzana and found in the Neighbourhood of Sparta," by 
Mr. G. C. Richards. On them are represented two warriors and a lady, 
possibly the Dioscuri and Helen. They are executed in a very rude and 
very early style, not unlike that shown on early Spartan stelce (J. H. S., 
vol. xii. p. 41). 

" On Cecrops," by Miss J. Harrison. The writer pointed out that 
Erechtheus had long been regarded as the double of Poseidon, and tried 
to show that Cecrops must in similar fashion be regarded as representing 
a very early local form of Zeus, the serpent tail showing connection with 
the soil. The evidence brought forward was derived in part from the 
recently discovered archaic Athenian pediment, in which Cecrops is repre- 
sented as present at the contest of Heracles and Triton, holding in his hand 
an eagle, the attribute of Zeus, an attribute which is replaced on later 
monuments by the olive bough. The writer also pointed out that the three 
daughters of Cecrops were closely paralleled by the Charites, the three 
daughters of Zeus and Eurynome, who in her Arcadian temple was repre- 
sented as of semi-human form. Probably a Cecropian Zeus occupied the 
Acropolis hill of Athens before he was dispossessed by Athena and sank 
into the position of a demi-god (J. H. S., vol. xii. p. 350). 

A paper by Mr. Nicolaides, of Athens. In it the writer attacked 
certain views as to Athenian topography originated by Dr. Dorpfeld and 
adopted by Miss Harrison in her recent work, especially as to the position 
of the spring Callirhoe, the identification of the Eridanus, and the ancient 
notices of the Erechtheum. 

Miss Harrison briefly replied. 
e2 
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THE ANNUAL MEETING was held on June 22nd, 1891, Professor 

Jebb, President, in the chair. 
The following report was read by the lHon. Secretary on behalf of the 

Council :- 

There is not much that calls for special comment in the progress of 
the Society during the past year. Two Parts of the Journal have been 
published as usual, and there has been no lack of good articles in various 
departments of Hellenic study. The General Meetings have been as well 
attended as in previous years, and interesting communications have been 
made and discussed. 

The British School at Athens has again had a successful season, its 
chief work having been the continuation of the important excavations at 
Megalopolis, which have excited so much interest from the light they have 
thrown upon the vexed question of the Greek theatre. It is hoped that 
the final results of the excavation may be published in the next volume 
of the fournal of Hellenic Studies. While the School is doing work of 
this kind, besides giving its students the opportunity of pursuing various 
branches of Greek 

archaeology 
in Athens itself, the Council feel confident 

of receiving the approval of members for the renewal last autumn for a 
term of three years of the grant of ?Ioo which has been made annually 
to the School since it was opened. 

'The only other enterprise in which the Society has been called upon to 
assist during the past year, is that exploration of Asia Minor, which has 
so long and so honourably been associated with the name of Professor W. 
M. Ramsay. Towards the expenses of a new expedition, upon which 
Professor Ramsay started early in May, and was followed a month later 
by Mr. D. G. Hogarth and Mr. J. A. R. Munro, the Council have thought 
it right to contribute the sum of /?50. Unhappily Professor Ramsay has 
been struck down by fever and obliged to return to England. But his 
companions will carry out as far as possible the programme of research, 
mainly in the region of the Anti-taurus. 

In the course of last autumn it was suggested by a member of Council 
that the Society should undertake the collection and management of a 
series of lantern slides in Greek 

archaeology 
which might be lent to those 

lecturing on the subject. The proposal was at once agreed to, and a Com- 
mittee, consisting of Mr. Walter Leaf, Mr. Cecil Smith, Mr. H. Babington 
Smith, Mr. R. Elsey Smith and Miss Harrison was appointed to carry out 
the scheme in detail. It has naturally taken time to communicate with 
the owners of slides and to collect and classify those contributed, but the 
matter is now so far advanced that the collection will become almost im- 
mediately available for purposes of demonstration. Grateful acknow- 
ledgment is due to the following members who have generously 
contributed slides to the collection, viz. Miss Jane Harrison, Mr. Louis 
Dyer, Mr. Elsey Smith, Mr. J. S. Furley, Professor Gardner, Mr. Talfourd 
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Ely, and Mr. Walter Leaf. The collection already amounts to some 400o 
slides, of which nearly 300 have been contributed by Miss Harrison and 
Mr. Dyer. The conditions under which the slides are to be lent have 
already been stated in a circular which was issued to members with the 
last number of the Journal. The collection is under the control of the 
Library Committee and it is to the Sub-Librarian at 22 Albemarle Street 
that all applications for slides should be addressed. 

The Council have to announce with much regret that owing to a large 
increase in the rent of the premises at 22 Albemarle Street, consequent on 
the falling-in of the old lease, the Royal Asiatic Society has found itselt 
under the necessity of raising the sum payable by the Hellenic Society 
for the exclusive use of one small room, occupied by the Library, and the 
right of meeting in the two larger rooms on the first floor, from ?30 to ?50 
per annum. The Council did not agree to this increase of liability with- 
out full consideration, but they came to the conclusion that the prospect ot 
finding as good accommodation in as convenient a situation for a lower 
rent was very doubtful, while there were obvious objections to moving 
from the quarters which the Society had always occupied. 

The Treasurer's accounts show ordinary receipts during the year of 

?898, as compared with ?746 during the financial year 1889-90. The 
subscriptions show an increase of ?53, and the receipts from Libraries 
and for back volumes an increase of ?23. The receipts from Life Sub- 

scriptions show an increase of ?32, and in respect of arrears the increase 
has been ?13. The receipts from dividends are slightly increased, owing 
to a further sum of ?46 having been invested since the last balance-sheet 
was made up. Life Subscriptions to the amount of ?32 have come in 
since the date of this investment. The advance made some years ago to- 
wards the cost of reproducing the Laurentian MS. of Sophocles was 

entirely repaid during the past year, leaving a balance of ?37 to the 
credit of the Society in respect of this undertaking. 

In the matter of ordinary expenditure, stationery, postage, and sundry 
printing show an increase of ?8. The cost of the Journal exhibits an 
increase of ?43, being ?440 as compared with ?397 during the preceding 
financial year. The difference is partly accounted for by the fact that, in 
the year 1889-90, the Journal was published in one Volume instead of in 
two Parts, which diminishes the cost of carriage. The total ordinary 
expenditure has therefore been ?598 as against ?536. The financial year, 
which began with a balance at the bankers of ?1I50 19s. od., closes with an 
effective balance in favour of the Society of ?254 I2S. Od. This balance 
remains after making allowance for the grant of ?Ioo to the School at 
Athens and of ?50 to the Asia Minor Exploration Fund. There were 
on 3Ist May arrears amounting to ?165, of which ?20 have been since 
received. The analysis of the annual receipts and expenditure for the 
last ten years is appended. 

Since the last Annual Meeting 49 Members have been elected. On 
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the other hand by death or resignation the Society has lost 28, showing 
a net increase of 21. The present total of Members (including 20 

Honorary Members), is 693. To the Subscribers 8 Libraries have been 
added, bringing the total to IoI. 

On the whole, the Council feel that the Society may fairly congratulate 
itself upon the progress made since the last Report. Good work has been 
done, as many new members have been elected as in any recent year, and 
in spite of losses by death and resignation, the total of members shows a 

substantial increase. Nor is the financial position of the Society at all less 

satisfactory. It only remains to express the hope that the number of 
members will continue to grow, and that all who are interested in the 
welfare of the Society will use their influence to that end. 

In moving the adoption of the report, Professor Jebb delivered the 

following address :- 

It is the custom that, at this Annual Meeting, reference should be made 
to some of the more noteworthy incidents which have marked the course 
of Hellenic studies during the year. The account can make no attempt to 
be systematic or exhaustive; its aim is rather to bring a few salient points 
into a single view. 

The first place in such a survey is due to the exploration of ancient 

sites, whether the work has been actually performed within the past 
twelve months, or has first been published during that period. To begin 
with Greece Proper ;-in Attica, the eastern and north-eastern regions are 
those which have furnished the principal results. At Rhamnus, on the 
north-east coast, the Athenian Society of Archaeology has been clearing the 

precincts of the two temples. The larger of these was sacred to Nemesis ; 
it has now been shown that the smaller was a temple of Themis, as had 

long ago been conjectured, from the fact that a marble thronos, dedicated 
to her, had been found there (Leake, Deimi 2, io). At Marathon the 
famous mound has been further explored, and the traditional view, that it 
was the tomb of the Athenians who fell in the battle, has been placed 
beyond doubt by the discovery of vases belonging to that period. At 

Velanideza, on the east coast, and at some other places, prehistoric tumuli 
have been found. In Athens the principal work has consisted in exca- 
vating the greater part of a large Roman stoa, on the north side of the 

Acropolis, near the Tower of the Winds. 
In Euboea, members of the American School have been working at 

Eretria. An interesting theatre has been laid bare; among other dis- 
coveries are a stoa, and several tombs. One of these is the tomb which 
Dr. Waldstein conjectures to have been the family grave of Aristotle. 
The belief rests partly on an inscription, which, as restored, contains the 
name 

'A]ptauro~-Xov, 
partly on some objects found in the tomb, viz., a pen 

and two styli of silver, and a statuette, which seems to be that of a 
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philosopher. Chalcis, where Aristotle spent his last days, is only a few 
miles distant. 

In the Peloponnesus the centre of interest has been Megalopolis, where 
members of the British School have continued their work. The excavation 
of the theatre has now been completed, laying bare the orchestra, the seats 
(so far as preserved), the parodi, the scene-buildings, and the part of the stoa 
immediately adjoining. It now appears that the restoration suggested in 
the Journ. Hellen. Stud. of 1890 must be modified in some respects. The 
raised stage which that restoration supposed was a stage to which a flight 
of six steps led up from the orchestra. The three lower rows of these 
steps exist ; the three upper rows were conjecturally restored. But it has 
now been shown that the three lower rows, whether added in the fourth 
century or later, did not form part of the original plan. On the other 
hand, two of the three upper rows, which had been conjecturally restored, 
have been found. Thus the fact remains that the level of the orchestra 
was lower than the top of the steps. This justifies the English excavators 
in still holding that they are right on the main point, viz., that there was 
a raised stage in the fourth century, though it was not so high as they first 
supposed. Their view is not affected by another detail in which their 
former restoration has to be corrected. The wall which they believed to 
have been the back-wall of the stage,-containing the thresholds of three 
doors,-is found to be of later construction. With regard to Dr. Dorpfeld's 
view, that the topmost step once supported columns, the explorers hold 
that the evidence is not strong; but they wish to await technical advice. 
Even if columns had stood there, however, the existence of a raised stage 
would not be disproved ; the difference of levels would remain unchanged. 
The explorers hope to have the assistance of an architect next autumn ; 
with his aid, they propose to weigh the whole evidence, and to embody it 
in their final publication. Meanwhile they reasonably ask that judgment 
may be suspended. It remains to observe that the work at Megalopolis 
has not been confined to the theatre. On the opposite, or northern, side of 
the river Helisson, the Stoa Philippeios, which bounded the Agora on the 
north, has been identified, and its plan has been determined. Another 
building, which almost certainly enclosed the temenos of Zeus Soter, has 
been completely cleared. The explorers may well be congratulated on the 
progress which they have made in their difficult and important task. It 
has been carried on from the first by Mr. Ernest Gardner and Mr. W. 
Loring, who were subsequently joined by Mr. Richards and Mr. Milne. 

We may now turn to Asia Minor. The Journal of Hellenic Studies, 
vol. xi. No. 2, (Oct. 1890,) contains Mr. J. Theodore Bent's interesting 
account of 'Recent Discoveries in Eastern Cilicia.' Among the sites 
identified by him is that of Hieropolis-Castabala, with its temple of 
Artemis Perasia. He also copied a large number of inscriptions. 
Mention is due likewise to the expedition of Professor W. M. Ramsay, with 
Messrs. Hogarth and Headlam, into Pisidia, Isauria, and Cappadocia,- 
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supplementing Mr. Bent's work in the Kalykadnos valley, and carrying on 
new and important researches in the region of the Anti-taurus. Here we 
may note with satisfaction that the work of the Austrian Expedition 
in Asia Minor is prospering. The first fruits of it have appeared in vol. i. 
of Lanckoronski's splendid publication,' Les Villes de la Pamphylie et de 
la Pisidie.' It has been announced that Prince John of Liechtenstein has 
offered to the Academy at Vienna an annual sum of 5000 florins for five 
years, in aid of these researches. 

At Salamis in Cyprus the English Committee have continued their 
excavations, under the direction of Mr. Munro and Mr. Tubbs. Among 
the objects found has been a series of terra-cotta statuettes, with drapery 
painted in imitation of elaborate embroidery. We may recall the fact that 
two natives of Cyprus, Acesas and his son Helicon, are recorded as having 
excelled in the art of embroidery (Athenaeus, p. 48 B). 

With regard to Egypt, mention is due to Mr. Flinders Petric's 
discoveries at Kahun and elsewhere, showing that the earliest geometrical 
pottery, of the Mycenae type, occurs in Egypt as early asI 4oo B.C., and is 
followed, about I oo B.C., by the beginning of natural designs. Mr. Petric's 

summary of these discoveries appeared in the Journal of Hellenic Studiezs 
for October last. He is disposed to think that a European civilisation, 
little indebted to Asiatic lands, may have arisen before 2000 B.C. Such 
are some of the more notable points in the record of exploration during 
the year. 

,With respect to the literature of Hellenic Studies for the same 

period, it must suffice to indicate a few characteristic features. First we 

may notice some great works directly illustrative of archaeology. Such 
are, the first volume of the Berlin Corpus of Sarcophagi Reliefs: the first 
instalment of the Sidon Sarcophagi, by Hamdi Pasha and Th. Reinach: 
the Grave-Reliefs published by the Vienna Academy: Furtwangler's 
Olympian Bronzes (vol. iv. of the official publication). In a kindred 

province, we have had Professor W. M. Ramsay's ' Historical Geography of 
Asia Minor,' published by the Royal Geographical Society: also Humann 
and Puchstein's 'Reisen in Klcin-Asicn und Nord Syrien.' In other 

departments of literature, no event has excited so much interest as the 

publication by the British Museum, from the newly-found papyrus, of the 
Treatise on the Constitution of Athens. Those who have seen either 
the papyrus itself or the Autotype Facsimile can best appreciate the 

difficulty of the task imposed on Mr. F. G. Kenyon, who transcribed and 
edited the text. Great credit is due to him for his work, as has been 

cordially recognised on the Continent, and by competent opinion at home. 
As might have been foreseen, Aristotle's authorship has already been 

questioned ; but thus much, at least, is certain ; this is the treatise which 

passed in antiquity as his ; and it was written either in his life-time or soon 
after his death. It will be long, perhaps, before all the questions which the 
book raises will have been sifted ; but at any rate it is a valuable addition 
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to our knowledge of an important period. Another volume, shortly to be 
published by the Museum, will contain other texts from new papyri,- 
including seven poems by the iambograph Herodas ; part of a hitherto 
unknown oration, perhaps by Hypereides; a grammatical treatise ascribed 
to Tryphon; and collations of papyrus MSS. of Isocrates' De Pace, parts of 
the Iliad, etc. When we remember that fragments of Plato and 
Euripides are to be added to the newly-found texts, it is apparent that the 
range of literature over which new light may be looked for from new 
papyri is a wide one; and it does not seem too sanguine to hope that 
Egypt may have more such gifts in store for us. At any rate, the experience 
of the year agreeably reminds us that this generation can still feel a ripple 
of excitement at the discovery of a new Greek classic,-such a ripple as 
a similar occurrence might have sent through the Italy of Petrarch. 

But these are not the only literary discoveries which have been published 
during the last twelvemonth. Mr. W. Loring has edited, in our Journal 
the new portion of the Edict of Diocletian, in a Greek version, found on a 
stone at Megalopolis. The date of the edict was 30I A.D.: its object was 
to fix the naximzum prices for various commodities. The prices are 
reckoned in the copper denarius, worth about I of our penny. The chief 
interest of the new fragment consists in the proof that gold-of which 
copper was then, as it is now, merely the token-was then extremely 
dear: i.e., the value of gold, relatively to commodities, was extremely high. 
Another point of interest consists in the local epithets given to com- 
modities,--showing whence they came. A kind of woollen cloak is called 
a /Tpo' Bpe-ravyluct. It has been suggested that the epithet may mean 
'Bruttian '; but if it means 'British,' then this is probably the earliest 
reference to an exportation of wool or woollen stuffs from Britain. 

Another remarkable discovery, published this year, is as yet, perhaps, 
less widely known. During a visit of the Emperor Hadrian to Athens- 
probably at his first visit, in 123-126 A.D.-an Athenian philosopher 
named Aristides addressed to him an eloquent Apology for Christianity. 
The fact is noticed by Eusebius and Jerome ; but the Apology itself was 
not extant. In 1889 Mr. J. Rendel Harris, formerly Fellow of Clare 
College, Cambridge, and now Professor of Biblical Languages at Haverford 
College, Pennsylvania, found a Syriac translation of this Apology at the 
Convent of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai. He transcribed it, and prepared 
to edit it, with notes and an English version. The proof-sheets of the 
English version were read by Mr. J. Armitage Robinson, Fellow of Christ's 
College. Shortly afterwards, Mr. Robinson happened to be reading, in the 
Latin version, that once-famous romance, the 'Life of Barlaam and 
Josaphat.' Josaphat, the son of an Eastern king who persecutes the 
Christians, is converted by the monk Barlaam; the king his father there- 
upon lays a plot for re-converting him: an old man named Nachor, a good 
actor, shall personate the monk Barlaam,-shall make apretended defence 
of Christianity,-and shall be publicly confuted by the Pagan advocates. 

This content downloaded from 128.235.251.160 on Mon, 29 Dec 2014 20:46:55 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


xlvi 

But, when the hour of trial arrives, the utterance of Nachor, like that of 
Balaam, is miraculously overruled ; he delivers an Apology for Christianity 
which convinces his pagan hearers. This story was originally written in 
Greek, probably in the fifth or sixth century, A.D).: the Greek text was 
first printed by Boissonade, in his Anecdota, vol. iv. (Paris, 1832). In 
reading the Latin version of this story, Mr. Robinson suddenly came on 
something which reminded him of Aristides, whom he had just been 
reading in the English version from the Syriac. He turned to the Greek 
text of the Life. A comparison with the Syriac version of Aristides then 
showed that the speech which the author of Barlaam and Josaphat had 
put into the mouth of Nachor must be, at least in substance, the original 
Greek text of the long-lost Apology. VWe see at once how the author of 
the romance came to think of his Eastern king; he suited his plot to the 

Apology which he wished to frame in it, and which was addressed to an 

emperor. It may be mentioned that the recovered Apology, which cannot 
be later than 133 A.D., contains a distinct allusion to a written Gospel. 
Adolf Harnack justly calls this 'a brilliant discovery.' It may serve to 
remind us that the Christian--we might add, the Jewish-regions of Greek 
literature still offer a comparatively fresh field to research. That fact is 

exemplified by another recent Greek book. The so-called Psalms of 
Solomon are believed to have been written by a Pharisee of Jerusalem 
about 70-40 B.c.; they were translated into Greek at some time before 

40 A.D. A very complete edition of this Greek version has lately been 

published by Prof. Ryle and Mr. M. R. James. Students of Roman history 
will find in one of those Psalms the cry with which Judaea greeted the 

tidings of Pompey's death. 
Among other works, bearing on Hellenic studies, which the year has 

produced, there is one which stands conspicuous, alike by the great scale 
on which it is planned, and by the author's reputation. Mr. Freeman has 

given us the first two volumes of his Sicily, carrying the story down to the 

beginning of Athenian intervention (433 B.C.). The narrative will be 

continued, he hopes, to a point not earlier than the death of the great 
Sicilian Emperor, Frederick II., in 1250 A.D. 

No previous writer has 

essayed to tell the story of Europe's central island, 'the meeting-place of 
the nations,' as a whole; nor has any, probably, been so well qualified to 
relate alike the strife of Phoenicians with Greeks, and the strife of Saracens 
with Normans. This year has seen also the completion of a work which 

may fitly receive mention here, both on account of the labours which have 

conspired to produce it, and on account of the wide interest which it 

possesses for various classes of students,-I mean the third edition of 
Dr. William Smith's 'Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquities,' edited 
in the first volume by Mr. Wayte, and in the second by Mr. Marindin. 
Forty-three years have elapsed since the last preceding edition,-the 
second,-appeared in 1848. No one who remembers how fruitful this long 
interval has been in fresh materials of every kind can wonder that the new 
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issue is almost a new book. Scarcely twenty articles remain as they stood; 
two-thirds have been largely altered, and one-third has been entirely re- 
written. One more work must be named, which has just come forth at 

Leyden,-an addition, almost unique in its kind, to that instructive and 

stimulating branch of scholarly literature, the biographical memorials of 
illustrious scholars. It is a collection of letters written by Cobet from 

Italy between November, 1840, and July, 1845,-his own account of the 
studies which were making him what he became. The great Dutchman 
relates with gusto a remark which a German friend of his overheard from a 

person of another nationality: 'Those dreadful Germans actually work for 
the love of working!' 

The obituary record of this year includes the names of several members 
whose loss we deplore. Among these are Dean Church, whom this Society 
had the honour to number among its Vice-Presidents; Archbishop 
Thomson ; Canon Liddon ; Sir Robert Fowler, who had been a member of 
the Society from its foundation; Samuel Savage Lewis, F.S.A., Secretary 
of the Cambridge Antiquarian Society, a scholar of rare accomplishments, 
of untiring industry, and of most genial disposition; Anthony Rich, the 
well-known author of an excellent Dictionary of Antiquities; and Dr. 
Henry Schliemann, whose brilliant and indefatigable services had won the 
lasting gratitude of archaeologists throughout the world. 

In concluding this retrospect, necessarily a very slight and incomplete 
one, I may remind you that this year is memorable for something more 
than the additions which it has made to the record of achievement. It has 
also determined the destiny of a great future enterprise,-one to which 
scholars in all countries have long looked forward with exceptional 
interest. No response of the Pythian Apollo, in days when the fate of 
some national undertaking might hang upon his utterance, could easily 
have been awaited with more suspense than that which the archaeological 
world had lately felt, while waiting to see what nation was to have the 
honour of exploring Delphi. We in this country should have felt a natural 
satisfaction if, as seemed at one time possible, that task had been committed 
to the competent hands of our kinsmen. But this was not to be; and they, 
like ourselves, will, we may be sure, cordially recognise the worthiness of 
their successful competitors, the French. It may be said, indeed, that there 
is a certain historical fitness in the award of this privilege to the nation, 
which was the first to establish a regular School of Archaeology on 
Hellenic soil; and to whose archaeologists, we may add, Delphi is not new 
ground. We offer to the French our congratulations and our best wishes 
in the full confidence that their execution of this momentous task will be 
marked by all those admirable qualities which we are accustomed to expect 
in their best work, and which recently distinguished, in so eminent a degree, 
their exploration of Delos. 

The report was adopted. 
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Mr. E. Gardner, Director of the British School at Athens, spoke of the 
great debt that the School owed to the Hellenic Society, and made some re- 
ference to the excavations at Megalopolis, asking his hearers to suspend 
judgment until the results were finally published. Professor Jebb was re- 
elected President; Mr. Colvin, Mr. E. A. Freeman, Professor Gardner, Sir 
W. Gregory, the Provost of Oriel, Mr. A. S. Murray, Mr. W. L. Newman, 
Sir C. Newton, Mr. F. C. Penrose, Professor Sayce, Mr. E. Maunde 
Thompson, Rev. H. F. Tozer, and Professor Tyrrell* were elected or re- 
elected Vice-Presidents; Mr. L. Dyer, Mr. R. Ellis, Dr. Freshfield, Miss J. 
Harrison, Mr. W. R. Paton, and the President of Magdalen College, Oxford, 
were elected to vacancies on the Council. 
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